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Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC
• From 1 July 2013 under Australian Government CRC Program 

• $47m over 8 years; 

• Total funds $130M (cash and in-kind)

• Approximately 50 partners:

• ~30 end user organisations

• ~20 research organisations

• 200+ researchers

• Guiding Principles

• National focus

• Large scale of problem

• Multi hazard

• Filling a gap in knowledge

• Sizable impact

• Likelihood of adoption





Lucinda Coates, Katharine Haynes, James O’Brien, John McAneney, 
Felipe Dimer de Oliveira, Exploring 167 years of vulnerability: An 
examination of extreme heat events in Australia 1844–2010, 
Environmental Science & Policy, Volume 42, October 2014, Pages 33 -
44, http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2014.05.003

• Aging population
• Expanding rural-urban interface
• Tree/sea-changers v movement from 

rural to urban
• Modern living – rural life is changing







• 4 pillars
• Natural
• Social
• Economic
• Infrastructure

• Keys to success:
• Shared responsibility
• Communicating risk and 

understanding benefits of mitigation
• Impact of climate change
• Predictive services and warnings 



The future is interconnected
• Vulnerability converts exposure to shocks 

and strains into damages and impacts. How 
can vulnerabilities be reduced?

• The population is growing, aging and 
becoming more diverse. How is 
demographic change affecting 
vulnerabilities?

• Extreme and rare weather events of the past 
will  become the norm and the unimaginable 
will become the feasible. 

• Technological change is rapid and 
widespread. What impact does technological 
change have on the vulnerable, the exposed 
and the unprepared? 



Showcase 2017 – Research Driving Change

4-5 July 2017, Adelaide

Presentations, case studies, audio and video.
www.bnhcrc.com.au/showcase2017

www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/overviewPublications from Projects

Journal articles, reports, conference papers 

and more.

News, Research, Discussion

Hazard Notes, Hazard News

Australian Journal of Emergency Management 

www.bnhcrc.com.au/news

www.knowledge.aidr.org.au
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