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Impacts of Catastrophes on Communities

• Disaster impacts

• Working to reduce the impacts; Red Cross role in emergencies

• Australian Business Roundtable for Disaster Resilience & Safer 

Communities

• Individual and household resilience and preparedness 



Disaster impacts
• Disasters impacts upon, individuals, families, places,

networks, businesses, livelihoods 

• People may lose a lifetime of memories, 
belongings, treasured pets, irreplaceable
possessions and years of hard work

• No two people experience the same
disaster

• The consequences are long, complex,
disruptive



A changing and challenging world

• Climate change

• Demographic change

• Technological change/evolution

• National/International events and impacts

• Threat of terrorism and pandemic

• Evolving policy environment 



Focus on resilience

Resilience to disasters is part of strengthening individual and 

community resilience more broadly, enabling people to function 

more effectively in regard to a wide range of daily challenges



The goal: Four key resilience capacities

• Wellbeing
– Good health

– An ability to cope with life’s challenges

• Connection
– Community networks

– Trusted local institutions

– Local services

• Security
– Protection of assets and livelihoods

– Safety and shelter

• Knowledge
– An ability to access information to make informed decisions



Meeting the challenge: Red Cross Strategy 2020

Outcomes focus

• 3 million Australians are equipped to prepare and 

recover from disasters

• Red Cross responds to disasters and other significant 

emergencies 100% of the time

• There is a four fold increase in investment in

disaster mitigation and preparedness



Australian Red Cross in Emergencies

Advocacy and Influence

– Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience

– Industry training and development

– Policy influence - all levels of 
government

– Australian Business Roundtable for 
Disaster Resilience & Safer Communities

Preparedness
- REDiPlan

- Community Engagement

- Campaigning

- Get Prepared app

Response and Recovery

- Register.Find.Reunite.

- Evacuation/Shelter Management

- Public Appeals

- Psycho-social/practical support

- Community support (events)

- Information provision



The Australian Business Roundtable

for Disaster Resilience and Safer Communities

The Roundtable was formed in 2012 following the unprecedented number of 
floods, storms and bushfires that had recently devastated life and property across 
Australia. 

The Roundtable has commissioned five reports from Deloitte Access Economics: 

1. Building our Nation’s Resilience to Natural Disasters (released in 2013)

2. Building an Open Platform for Natural Disaster Resilience Decisions (2014)

3. The Economic Cost of the Social Impact of Natural Disasters (March 2016)

4. Building Resilient Infrastructure (March 2016)

5. Building resilience to natural disasters in our states and territories
(December 2017)
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Mitigation

• $50m each year is spent on mitigation measures, with the average 

annual spend on recovery measures totalling $560m. (For every $10 

spend on recovery measures, only $1 is spend on mitigation).

• Carefully targeted investment in resilience measures now will reduce 

Australian Government expenditure on natural disaster relief and 

recovery by more than 50% by 2050.

• Specifically, an annual programme of Australian Government 

investment in pre-disaster resilience measures of $250 million has the 

potential to generate budget savings of $12.2 billion for all levels of 

government by 2050.

Initial report findings 
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The Economic Cost of the Social Impact of Natural 

Disasters focused on understanding the value of the 

intangible costs (March 2016)
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Case Studies
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Findings



Building resilience to natural disaster in our states and 

territories (December 2017) Recommendations:

Embed resilience across all aspects of policy and decision-making

Prioritise resilience investments by considering the broader economic 

and social benefits that result

Improve understanding of disaster risks and costs to society

Collaborate and coordinate to build resilience and address the long-term 

costs of natural disasters



Levers to drive resilience



Get Prepared 

Based on Rediplan, an app 

that helps you create a support 

network, complete tasks 

tailored to you, set reminders 

for important things, and share 

your plan with loved ones. 



Your information

• Where you live

• Contact details

• People to consider

• Hazards most likely to affect you

• What you care most about



Key 3

• Your Key 3: emotional support, 

nearby support, those who can lend 

a hand

• Leverages the device’s address book 

contacts

• Sends a quick, pre-populated text 

msg

• Facilitatse connection and 

communication


