
 
 
 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Institute of Actuaries of Australia congratulates actuary 
John Walsh on his appointment as a Member of the Order 
of Australia 

 

17 June 2011, SYDNEY – The Institute of Actuaries of Australia (the Institute) has today 

congratulated 2001 Actuary of the Year John Walsh on his appointment this week as a 

Member of the Order of Australia for service to the community in the areas of disability 

and health policy, to people with a spinal cord injury, and to the actuarial profession. 

 

“This appointment is a wonderful recognition of a lifetime of work by John in improving 

how the Australian community tackles policy, funding and service delivery in the health 

and welfare systems,” said Melinda Howes, the Institute CEO. “His background as an 

actuary has allowed him to provide unique and valuable insights.”  

 

Mr Walsh, currently a Partner in the Advisory Practice of PricewaterhouseCoopers, also 

works in the firm’s National Health practice, across disability and accident compensation 

and focusing on lifetime care and support.  

 

“I’m honoured to receive this appointment and I feel privileged to have been able to give 

back to the community through my profession as an actuary. Actuaries are highly skilled 

and often work in technical areas, but we have the capacity to make a real difference to 

public policy issues that our community faces,” said Mr Walsh. 

 

In the early 1980s, Mr Walsh was motivated by his own disability (quadriplegia) and his 

professional interest, to gain a better understanding of Australia's health and welfare 

systems. He served as a member of the Disability Investment Group, which reported to 

Government in 2009 on funding ideas to help people with disability access greater 

support. 

 

Mr Walsh has been a Board member of the New South Wales Motor Accident Authority 

and the New South Wales Home Care Service as well as a statutory actuary to workers 

compensation authorities in New South Wales and South Australia. He is Chair of the 

Independent Panel overseeing Caring Together: The Health Action Plan for NSW. 

 

ENDS 

About the Institute of Actuaries of Australia 



As the sole professional body for actuaries in Australia, the Institute of Actuaries of Australia (Institute) 

represents the interests of its members to Government, the business community and the general public.  

Actuaries assess risks through long-term analyses, modelling and scenario planning across a wide range of 

business problems. This unrivalled expertise enables the profession to comment on a range of business-

related issues including enterprise risk management and prudential regulation, retirement income policy, 

finance and investment, general insurance, life insurance, health financing, and climate change. 
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