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Multiple Causes

• Medicare rebate freeze

• New technologies which may not be reimbursed by insurers

• Long delays in obtaining PBS listing for new cancer drugs

• Apparent anomalies of the system, such as private radiotherapy which is not 

covered by PHI

• Lack of transparency from doctors about out of pocket costs

• Travel, accommodation and hospital parking costs

• Costs associated with managing side effects of treatment

• Loss of income for patient and carer.



The out-of-pocket expenses ($6,000 - $7,000) for 

this non-cosmetic procedure are simply 

unacceptable, especially after the nightmare of 

actually dealing with the cancer diagnosis. My 

out-of-pocket expenses for the anaesthetic alone 

were $1,400 and my anaesthetist charged the 
AMA recommended fee.



As I have had private health insurance for many years I 

was under the mistaken belief that a substantial amount of 

my surgery (robotic prostatectomy) would be covered. It 

was not made clear to me at any time before the surgery 

how much I would be out-of-pocket for the surgeon and 

anaesthetist, it turned out to be around $14,000. Had I 

known this I may have chosen differently.



It is a shame that you don't get a 

Medicare rebate for an MRI. My 

surgeon recommends having an MRI 

but it is very expensive. It seems unfair 

for this valuable test to only be 
available to women who can afford it.



The cost of radiotherapy if you are 

not a public patient, and the fact 

you cannot claim it on your 

private health cover [is of concern 
to me].



I am still on active surveillance and attend the Hospital 

X in City X for regular biopsies every year and after the 

biopsy I have to stay overnight in a hotel or the hospital 

before returning the next day to Town X. Although there 

is a patient travel subsidy scheme through the State X 

government the forms are complicated and there is 

also an exclusion of the first 4 nights’ accommodation 
per financial year.



Since my diagnosis, we are more than 

$20,000 out of pocket. I can’t work 

anymore, so we live on my husband’s 

salary and we constantly ‘rob Peter to 

pay Paul’. The financial strain hugely 

compounds the stress of dealing with 
cancer.
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